
 

WORSHIP AND THE CHURCH ENGAGING SOCIAL MEDIA 

CONVOCATION 2010: UNITED THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE TWIN CITIES 

 “I believe technology is an amazing testament to the creativity embedded in the 
imago dei, but instead of assuming technology is always a neutral tool, I believe it - like 

culture in general - profoundly influences us.” http://donteatthefruit.com/ 

 

BOOKS, WEBSITES, AND DOWNLOADABLE PDF RESOURCES 

Anderson, Janna, and Lee Rainie. “The Impact of the Internet on Institutions in the 
Future. Pew Research Center.” http://pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Impact-of-
the-Internet-on-Institutions-in-the-Future.aspx (accessed April 17, 2010). 

Fox, Susannah, Kathryn Zickuhr, and Aaron Smith. “Twitter and Status Updating, Fall 
2009.” October 21, 2009. Pew Research Center, 
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2009/17-Twitter-and-Status-Updating-Fall-
2009.aspx (accessed April 18, 2010). 

Growing up Digital Website, 
http://www.grownupdigital.com/archive/index.php/2009/05/us-now-
documentary/index.php (accessed April 18, 2010). 

 
Jenkins, Henry. Convergence Culture: Where Old and New Media Collide. New York: 

New York University Press, 2006. 
 
Jenkins, Henry, et al. “Confronting the Challenges of Participatory Culture: Media 

Education for the 21st Century.” New Media Literacies Community Site, 2006. 
http://www.newmedialiteracies.org/files/working/NMLWhitePaper.pdf. 

 
Jones, Sydney, and Susannah Fox. “Generations Online,” Pew Research Center. 

http://www.pewinternet.org/Presentations/2009/Generations-Online-in-2009.aspx  
(accessed April 17, 2010) 
 

Landsberg, Mitchell. “'Theology After Google' conference takes look at religion in Web 
era.” Los Angeles Times, March 15, 2010, http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-
me-beliefs15-2010mar15,0,4976077.story (accessed April 10, 2010). 

Lenhart, Amanda. “Teens, Cell Phones and Texting: Text Messaging Becomes 
Centerpiece Communication.” Pew Research Center, April 20, 2010 
http://pewresearch.org/pubs/1572/teens-cell-phones-text-messages  (accessed 
April 24, 2010).  

Lenhart, Amanda, and Mary Madden. “Social Networking Websites and Teens.” Pew 
Research Center, http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2007/Social-Networking-
Websites-and-Teens/Data-Memo/More-details-from-the-survey.aspx?r=1 
(accessed April 26, 2010). 



 - 2 – 

 

Lenhart, Amanda, Kristen Purcell, Aaron Smith, and Kathryn Zickuhr. “Social Media & 
Mobile Internet Use Among Teens and Young Adults.” Pew Research Center, 
http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Social-Media-and-Young-Adults.aspx  
(accessed April 26, 2010).  

Mansfield, Heather. “10 Twitter Tips for Nonprofit Organizations.” 
http://nonprofits.change.org/blog/view/10_twitter_tips_for_nonprofit_organization
s (accessed April 18, 2010). 

Morgan, David, ed. Key Words in Religion, Media and Culture. New York, NY: 
Routledge: 2008. [More academic than practical. Excellent insights into social 
media changes.] 

Palfrey, John, and Urs Gasser. Born Digital: Understanding the First Generation of 
Digital Natives. New York: Perseus, 2008. 

Pew Research Center. “Millennials: Confident. Connected. Open to Change.” 
http://pewsocialtrends.org/pubs/751/millennials-confident-connected-open-to-
change (accessed April 10, 2010). 

Pew Research Center. “Religion Among the Millennials: Less Religiously Active than 
Older Americans, But Fairly Traditional in Other Ways,” 
http://pewforum.org/docs/?DocID=510 (accessed April 18, 2010) 

Rosen, Larry D. Rewired: Understanding the iGeneration and the Way They Learn. New 
York, NY: Palgrave MacMillan, 2010.  

 
Tapscott, Don. Growing Up Digital: The Rise of the Net Generation. New York, NY: 

McGraw-Hill, 1999. (Available as a Kindle™ download.) 
 
———. Grown Up Digital: How the Net Generation is Changing your World. New York, 

NY: McGraw-Hill, 2008. (Available as a Kindle™ download.) 
 
Watkins, S. Craig. The Young and the Digital: What the Migration to Social Network 

Sites, Games, and Anytime, Anywhere Media Means for Our Future. Boston: 
Beacon Press, 2009. 

 



 - 3 – 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA WEBSITES 
 

 
Twitter 

www.twitter.com 

http://business.twitter.com/twitter101/starting 

http://business.twitter.com/twitter101/best_practices  

 You can “text” to Twitter from cell phone or iApps (See below). 

 Twitter Readers for Computers: TweetDeck; Twidget; TweetShare; Tweet Adder 

 

Texting 

 Usually through a cell phone contract: 160 characters. 

 Some iTouch Apps for wireless texting, which means you are not dependent on 
having to have the expense of accessing the web from your cell phone to text. 
Cannot text to Twitter, however, with these Apps. Example: Textfree Lite, Text 
Me, or TextNow Lite from iTunes Apps store. 

 

Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php 

 Create your own church’s or special group's Facebook Page. 

For example: Parkway Youth (United Church of Christ in Minneapolis) on 
Facebook http://www.facebook.com/parkwayyouth  

 

YouTube Service 

www.youtube.com Broadcast Yourself   

For example: Parkway United Church of Christ in Minneapolis, Youth 
Lenten Devotionals: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsIRizG5DeU&feature=related;  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RFOaty5M9y0  
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Blogs  

http://wordpress.com/ and http://wordpress.org/  

Example: http://emacaulay.wordpress.com/. People can subscribe to receive 
“feeds” and updates. Written by Rev. Elizabeth Macaulay, a United 
Methodist Elder serving at Richfield United Methodist Church in 
Minneapolis, and a United graduate. 

 www.blogger.com. Related to Google and Gmail.  

 http://blogs.myspace.com/index.cfm?fuseaction=blog.home. Myspace.com 

 

Website Software and Designers 

 iWeb on Apple OS 

 Adobe Dreamweaver Software  

 Search for “websites for churches” to find professional designed sites for 
churches: $2,000-$6,000. 


