
 
 

Mission House Gathering 
 

The Shared Legacy of Mission House Seminary and United Theological Seminary 
Remembering the Past, Looking to the Future 

 
The past was remembered and celebrated when Mission House Seminary alums eagerly gathered for a 
reunion luncheon at Lakeland College (formerly Mission House College). Alums from the classes of 1943 
to 1963 came from Arizona, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and Wisconsin to attend the event. 
 
Mission House Seminary was one of two seminaries that merged to found United Theological Seminary 
of the Twin Cities in 1962. (The other seminary was Yankton School of Theology.) The legacy of 
Mission House lives on as United prepares students for service to the church and the world in the 21st 
century. 
 
It was a memorable get-together with lively conversation and storytelling by classmates, long-time 
friends, and colleagues in ministry. Each person attending the luncheon received a memory book 
containing photos and reminiscence by former students and faculty.  
 
Harvey Kandler ’58 led us in singing some good Mission House hymns: 
 

  
 

 
 
John Krueger ’63 talked about moving to the Mission 
House College as a young teen and the difficulties of 
learning to fit in with the local farm kids. He also talked 
about graduating from the Mission House College as it 
became Lakeland College and from United Theological 
Seminary after the merger between Mission House and 
Yankton School of Theology. 
 
 

 
 
Vernon Jaberg ’44 remembered attending theological 
convocations at United with five other pastors from 
Mission House. They met regularly at Spring Convocation 
from 1962-1982. They referred to themselves as “The 
Sheboygan Mafia:” Ruben Grosshuesch, Hilton Grams, 
Charles Koch, George Mohr, and Vern Jaberg. 
 
For most of the life of Mission House seminary, the 
Evangelical and Reformed denomination covered full  

 
 
 



tuition for seminary students. Jaberg remembers paying $500 a year for board and books. The financial 
challenges facing seminary students and graduates are much more daunting today. 
 
Concluding the luncheon was an announcement by John Krueger ’63, who kicked off the establishment of 
the Mission House Scholarship to recognize the vitally important role of Mission House, its graduates in 
church ministry, and the historic relationship between United and Mission House. 
 
In time, the scholarship is intended to provide one year of tuition support for a student from the Mission 
House region. 
 

   

   

   

   

   


