
CL820 Ñ RIT ES A ND  RIT U A L S: 

BA PT ISM, EU CHA RIST , WE D D INGS, A ND  FU NERA L S 

 
United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities 

Spring 2008 
Mondays 6:00-9:15 

Room B 
 

Instructor:  Jann Cather Weaver 
651.255.6135  

The best way to contact instructor is via email at 
jweaver@unitedseminary.edu  

 
CO U RSE D E SCRIPT IO N: 

 
The practice of ministry involves the liturgical ÒperformanceÓ of major rites and 
rituals. This course will explore the nature and importance of ritual in communities of 
faith, as well as their theological/historical development within Jewish and Christian 
traditions. The class will balance the theological foundations of Òprocedures and 
practicesÓ with current issues, styles, and controversies. Each student will be 
responsible to explore their denominational, religious, regional, and cultural traditionsÕ 
practices of Baptism, Eucharist, weddings, and funerals. Field study, comparing and 
writing liturgies, as well as in-depth class discussions will be the format of this course.   

 
 
GO A L S A ND  O BJE CT IVES: 

 
To understand the meanings, mysteries, and necessities for rites and rituals 

To study the ritual aspects of four major rites of the Protestant church and Western 
society: Baptism, Eucharist, weddings, and funerals 

To learn the foundational historical origins and theological developments of these rites 
in the Jewish, Christian, and Islamic traditions 

To learn denominational/faith traditions, cultural, and regional practices of rites and 
rituals 

To learn the liturgical practices of Baptism, Eucharist, weddings, and funerals 

To understand the liturgical structure and movement of rites and their rituals 

To reflect theologically on rites in relationship to issues of pastoral care, evangelism, 
renewal of faith, and church vis-ˆ -vis society 

To write and print legible Òservice bulletinsÓ (orders of worship), as well as annotated 
liturgies for Baptism, Eucharist, weddings, and funerals. 
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REQ U IRE D  T EXT S: 

 
 
Anderson, Herbert and Edward Foley, Mighty Stories, Dangerous Rituals: Weaving 

Together the Human and the Divine (Jossey-Bass: San Francisco, 1998.) 
 
Cremation vs. Burial: Jewish & Christian Beliefs. ReligiousTolerance.org. 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/crematio.htm  
 
Danals, Cynthia, Funeral Services (Abingdon Press, 2007.) 
 
Death Sytem. In Encyclopedia of Death and Dying. 

http://www.deathreference.com/Da-Em/Death-System.html 
 
Duck, Ruth, ÒExpansive Language in the Baptized Community,Ó in Primary Sources 

of Liturgical Theology: A Reader, ed. Dwight w. Vogel, (Collegeville, 
Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 2000), 286-294. On Reserve. 

 
Islam Burial Rituals and Practices. 

http://studentwebs.coloradocollege.edu/~l_jenkins/islam.htm  
(Cf. with A Guide for the Muslim Funeral. Islamic Society of America. 

http://www.isna.net/services/casc/guide.html and Aisha, Bilal Abu. 
Funeral Rites and Regulations in Islam. 
http://www.missionislam.com/knowledge/funeral.htm 

 
Lamott, Anne, Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith (Anchor Books, 1999.) 
 
Lehman, Victor D. The PastorÕs Guide to Weddings and Funerals (Valley Forge, PA: 

Judson Press, 2001.) 
 
Lynch, Thomas, ÒGood Grief: An UndertakerÕs Reflections,Ó In The Christian 

Century, 26 July, 2003, 20-23. On Reserve. 
 
Nouwen, Henri J. M. With Burning Hearts: A Meditation on the Eucharistic Life, 

2003)  
 
Procter-Smith, Marjorie, ÒOur Bodies, Our Blood: Christian Feminist Eucharistic 

Praying,Ó in Praying with our Eyes Open: Engendering Feminist Liturgical 
Prayer: 115-142. On Reserve 

 
Rice, Howard L. and James C. Huffstutler, Reformed Worship (Geneva Press, 2001.) 
 
Saykao, Pao. Hmong.FAQ: Death and Dying. 

http://www.hmongnet.org/faq/dying.html  
 
Stamm, Mark W. Sacraments and Discipleship: Understanding Baptism and the 

LordÕs Super in a United Methodist Context (Nashville, TN: Discipleship 
Resources, 2001.) 
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Techner, David. The Jewish FuneralÐA Celebration of Life. 

http://www.biomed.lib.umn.edu/hw/jewish.html. (Cf. with The Stages of 
Jewish Mourning. 
http://www.aish.com/literacy/lifecycle/The_Stages_of_Jewish_Mourning.asp) 

 
Tippet, Krista. ÒFresh Perspectives on Modern Marriage and Family Life.Ó In Krista's 

Journal. July 5, 2007 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/marriageI/kristasjournal.shtml  

 
Toussaint, David. "Outward Bound," Bride's Magazine, (September-October 2003.) 

On Reserve. 
 
Wallace, Carol McD. All Dressed in White: the Irresistible Rise of the American 

Wedding (Penguin Books: 2004.) 
 
REQUIRED AUDIO DOWNLOADS 
 

ÒAt Table: The Meaning of Communion.Ó Speaking of Faith, November 24, 2005. 
Audio File. 53m, or Transcript 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/communion/index.shtml  

 
Dorff, Elliot. Gay Relationships. Audio File. 2:16m. 

http://download.publicradio.org/podcast/speakingoffaith/20070705_marriageI_
uc-gaymarriage.mp3  

 
Foley, Edward. ÒThe True Meaning of Communion.Ó Eight-Forty Eight, May 2004. 

Chicago Public Radio. 
[http://www.chicagopublicradio.org/audio_library/ram_2004/848/848_040528
d.ram] Audio File. 5:06m 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/communion/links.shtml  

 
ÔKodak Moments of the Dead,Õ in ÒBirthdays, Anniversaries, and Milestones,Ó Act 2. 

This American Life. January 2, 2004. Audio File. 16m 
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?sched=1009  

 
ÒMarriage, Faith, and Divorce,Ó in Speaking of Faith. July 5, 2005, Audio File. 53m, 

or Transcript 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/marriageI/index.shtml  

 
ÒMarriage in Our Time Part II: Women, Marriage and Religion,Ó in Speaking of Faith. 

August 1, 2003, Audio File. 53m, or Transcript 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2003/08/01_marriageII/  

 
Plot without a StoryÕ in ÒHome Alone,Ó Act I. This American Life. December 21, 

2007. Audio File. 15m 
http://www.thislife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?sched=1223 

 



CL820 Rites and Rituals: Fall 2008 
Page 4 of 13 

 
 

ÒThe Sanctity Marriage,Ó This American Life. April 1, 2005. Audio File. 29:08m 
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?episode=261  

 
***A LL REQUIRED AND SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS ARE ON RESERVE***  

 
Additional Books on Reserve 

 
Boswell, John. Same-Sex Unions in Premodern Europe (New York: Villard, 1994.)  
 
Bradshaw, Paul F. and Lawrence A. Hoffman, ed. Two Liturgical Traditions, Volume 

4. Life Cycles in Jewish and Christian Worship (Notre Dame: University of 
Notre Dame Press, 1996.): 

 
Brooten, Bernadette J. Love Between Women: Early Christian Responses to Female 

Homoeroticism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press: 1996): Introduction (1-
26); Conclusion (359-362). 

 
Langford, Andy. Christian Weddings: Resources to Make Your Ceremony Unique 

(Abingdon Press, 1995)  
 

McFarlane, Doreen M. Weddings With Today's Families in Mind: A Handbook for 
Pastors (Pilgrim Press, 2007)  
 

Watkins, Keith, ed. Baptism and Belonging (St. Louis, Missouri: Chalice Press, 1991.)  
 
Winter, Miriam Therese Eucharist With a Small "E". (Orbis Books, 2005)  
 

 
REQ U IRE D  WO RK: 

 

1) To lead at least one short worship before the beginning of each class 

2) Class participation. More than two absences will comprise your learning. 

3) Finding a pastor/s within the studentÕs denomination to discuss/observe the 
practice of rites and rituals within their particular culture and tradition. 

4) Written liturgies for each rite, including Ð 1) a legible, printed order of service 
(pamphlet style, landscape) for participants, and 2) an annotated version of each 
liturgy, explicating the theological foundations of liturgical logistics, structures, 
and practices of the liturgy: 

Font: Readable type (e.g., Arial, Courier, Times Roman, Tahoma) in 
12-14 point  

Footnote all resources, including music in liturgies 

Wr ite own variations from resources or write original text 

Explicate Structure/Movement of Liturgy with annotated theological 
reasons for this structure 
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Explicate ÒblockingÓ of liturgical movement/use of space, with 
annotated theological reasons for the use of space 

Include Regional, Cultural, and Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ 
Practices  

Due dates for orders of service and annotated liturgies are March 3 (Wedding), March 
31 (Funeral), Apr il 14 (Baptism), and May 12 (Eucharist Service) 

 
N.B.:   

Required Style (for other  styles, please ask instructor): A Manual for Writers of 
Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, by Kate L. Turabian, 7th Edition. 
Other  styles accepted upon request. 

Accurate use of academic style notations is expected and used in grade 
evaluation. 

 
*****P LEASE PUT YOUR BOX NUMBER 

ON ALL SUBMITTED WRITTEN MATERIALS.*******  
 
N.B. 

Because of the participatory, conversational character of the course, timely 
submissions of assignments are very important.   

I cannot accept late papers or projects during the semester, except in very 
extraordinary circumstance. 

N.B.  All extensions need to be approved by the instructor.  The student is responsible 
for filing with the Registrar the form for an extension  with consent of the 
professor before the last day of the class. Any extension mater ial will 
not be read until sometime in  Fall 2008. Do not expect a grade 
evaluation until fall semester, sometime.  

See UTS policy on extensions below. 

  
Ext ension Policy (Page 42 in Masters Stud ent  Hand book)  
  

The work for a course is terminated at the end of the final class session. The performance in 
the course is evaluated on the basis of the work submitted by that time, unless an 
exception is made by the instructor, in which case an extension must be agreed to by 
the instructor by the end of the final class session and the student must complete a 
formal petition for extension to be submitted in lieu of a grade. If the student is unable 
to negotiate the extension by the end of the final class session due to critical health 
issues, the student is responsible for seeing that the instructor is notifi ed as soon as 
possible and then negotiating the extension promptly. Extensions (of course work) 
beyond the end of the semester will be approved ONLY UNDER 
EXTRAORDI NARY CI RCUMSTANCES. Each instructor will include this policy 
on each course syllabus as well as the criteria by which she or he will grant such AN 
EXTRAORDI NARY EXCEPTI ON.  
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In the event such an exception is agreed to, the student shall complete the petition for 
extension form and the instructor shall fi le the extension form with the registrar by the 
date grades are due. The Student Review Committee shall monitor extensions. If no 
petition for extension is fi led, a final grade will be submitted.  

An extension may be granted for a period not to exceed six months from the end of the term. 
If the work is not completed by the date petitioned, a fi nal grade will be submitted. 
Any renewal of an extension must be approved by the instructor and fi led with the 
registrar prior to the due date on the original petition. No extension or its renewal will 
exceed six months from the end of the term in question.  

 

 

All work in this class is expected to follow the Copyr ight Compliance Policy in the Masters 
Student Handbook (97). 

 

The full UTS copyright policy is on Reserve in the Spencer Library. 

 

It is the policy of United Theological Seminary that its faculty, staff, and students 
shall comply with the laws of the United States pertaining to copyright, with 
particular attention to Title 17. (Full Text, 92) 

 

  

All work in this class is expected to follow the Academic Integrity Policy in the Masters 
Student Handbook (46).  

Writing papers, preparing oral and written presentations, and conducting scholarly 
research are an important part of seminary education. When students use the ideas or 
words of others, they must acknowledge their sources in accordance with a standard 
form for footnotes, such as the Social Science Style Sheet (APA), or TurabianÕs A 
Manual for Writers of Term Papers and Dissertations. [6th Edition]  

 

All work in this class is expected to follow the Inclusive Language Policy in the Masters 
Student Handbook, with opportunities for discussion on differences (108). 

 

Exclusive language is any form of communication which demeans, discounts, or ignores the 
experiences and full humanity of a group of people on the basis of gender, race, ethnic 
group, class, age, sexual orientation, or differing abilities and hence fosters oppression 
and injustice. Language shapes relationships between persons and shapes the self-
image of persons. UTS seeks to affi rm the human community in all its diversity. In a 
tradition of seeking justice as an educational community and while embracing the 
diversity of faith traditions, UTS strongly encourages all of its members to use 
language in writing and speech that is inclusive in regard to gender, race, ethnic 
group, class, age, sexual orientation, or differing abilities.  
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Implications  

 1. Sexually inclusive language refers to human beings either in ways which are not 
gender-specifi c (e.g. Òhumankind,Ó Òchairperson,Ó etc.) or which use balanced male and 
female terms (e.g. Òshe or he,Ó Òall men and women,Ó etc.).  

 2. Nonsexist language is a broader category that refers to:  

 ¥ Language about God as well as well as about human beings, either using non-gender 
[or changing gender] specifi c references for God or using pronouns and personal or 
non-personal images for God which reflect male/female balance [that is, referring to 
God as Father is as appropriate as God as Mother, as long as all of us explore multiple 
images for God]; and  

 ¥ Language about human beings that acknowledges the full equality of women and 
men rather than reinforcing assumptions of male superiority and social privilege 
and/or reinforcing gender stereotypes (e.g. ÒpastorÓ rather than Òwoman pastor,Ó 
ÒnurseÓ rather than Òmale nurse,Ó Òflight attendantÓ rather than Òstewardess,Ó etc.).  

 3. Racially and ethnically inclusive language rejects the equating of color with virtue and 
does not equate darkness with negative qualities or lightness with positive qualities. It 
also rejects the use of or construction of ÒothernessÓ in language that connotes 
superiority of the dominant group.  

 4. Inclusive language also rejects the identifi cation of single physical characteristics with a 
whole person, particularly in the case of physical or mental limitations, and instead strives 
to name the personhood fi rst (e.g., Òperson who is blindÓ instead of Òthe blind personÓ).  

 5. Inclusive language rejects sexuality-specifi c language in general reference to 
relationships (e.g., ÒpartnerÓ is a more inclusive term than ÒhusbandÓ or ÒwifeÓ).  

 6. Likewise, inclusive language referring to age, class, and other categories acknowledges 
the full humanity of persons and does not use terms which identify only singular 
characteristics of a person or group. (e.g., people who are homeless)  

 

Further elaboration of this policy and suggestions and resources for its implementation may be 
found on reserve in the library in the folder marked ÒInclusive Language.Ó 

  
All work in this class is expected to follow the Policy Regarding Confidentiality and 

Disclosure within Small Group Settings in the Masters Student Handbook (119). 
 
 
Regarding Professorial Boundaries, see Statement on Boundaries in the Masters Student 

Handbook (110). 
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CLA SS SCHE D U LE: 

 
February 4Ñ Meaning of Rites and Rituals in Church and Society 

 
Opening Worship 
Introductions  
Review Syllabus 
Denominational/Faith Traditions Consultants and Alternative 

Resources 
Meanings of Rites and Rituals  
 Rite vis-ˆ -vis Ritual 
  The Super bowl 
 Purpose and Qualities 

 
February 11Ñ Weddings Act I : Theological and Historical Development  
Readings:  

Anderson, Preface, Chapter 2 
Rice, Chapter 11 
Wallace, Introduction, Chapters 1-3 

 
Opening Worship 
The Wedding Industry 
Church vis-ˆ -vis Society/Legal Aspects  
Discussion of theological and secular understandings of heterosexual 

marriage: past, present, and future 
Scripture 
Procreation: Definitions 

 
February 18Ñ Weddings, Act I I : Practices amid the Wedding Industry 
Readings:  

Dorff, Elliot. Gay Relationships. Audio File. 2:16m. 
http://download.publicradio.org/podcast/speakingoffaith/20070705_marriageI_
uc-gaymarriage.mp3 

Lehman, Chapters 1-2 
ÒMarriage, Faith, and Divorce,Ó in Speaking of Faith. July 5, 2005, Audio File. 53m, 

or Transcript 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/marriageI/index.shtml  

ÒMarriage in Our Time Part II: Women, Marriage and Religion,Ó in Speaking of Faith. 
August 1, 2003, Audio File. 53m, or Transcript 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/2003/08/01_marriageII/  

Toussaint, David, "Outward Bound" Bride's Magazine. September-October 2003. 
(Search through the Table of Contents, looking at the fashion ads between the 
pages of the Table of Contents.  This will provide a miniature 
experience/exposure of the wedding industry.) 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/marriageI/kristasjournal.shtml 

Wallace, Chapters 4-7 
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BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (WEDDING LITURGIES) 
 
Supplemental (On Reserve) 

Boswell, John. Same-Sex Unions in Premodern Europe (New York: Villard, 1994.)  
 
Brooten, Bernadette J. Love Between Women: Early Christian Responses to Female 

Homoeroticism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press: 1996): Introduction (1-
26); Conclusion (359-362). 

 
BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (WEDDING LITURGIES) 

 
Opening Worship 
Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ Liturgies 

Including Eucharist  
Holy Unions/Commitment Ceremonies/Gay Marriage 

History 
Procreation: Definitions 

Film Clips: Four Weddings and A Funeral 
 
February 25Ñ Weddings Act I I I: Liturgies and Procedures  
Readings:   

Anderson, Chapter 5 
Lehman, Chapter 3 
ÒThe Sanctity Marriage,Ó This American Life. April 1, 2005. Audio File. 29:08m 

http://www.thisamericanlife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?episode=261  
Tippet, Krista. ÒFresh Perspectives on Modern Marriage and Family Life.Ó In Krista's 

Journal. July 5, 2007  
Wallace, Chapters 8-11  

Supplemental: 
Langford, Andy. Christian Weddings: Resources to Make Your Ceremony Unique 

(Abingdon Press, 1995)  
McFarlane, Doreen M. Weddings With Today's Families in Mind: A Handbook for 

Pastors (Pilgrim Press, 2007)  
BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (WEDDING LITURGIES) 

 
Opening Worship 
Wedding Stories 
Wedding ÒTricks of the TradeÓ 
Wedding Rehearsals: Rocky Horror Show 
Photographers and Videographers 
 
Wedding Practicum  

A Wedding Rehearsal 
A Wedding Service 
A Holy Union 
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March 3Ñ Why and How Funerals? Act I  
Due: Annotated Wedding Liturgy and Order  of Service 
Readings:  

Anderson, Chapter 1 
Danals, vii-44 
Lamott, 32-37.25, 59-67, 147-154, 209- 220 
Lehman, Chapters 4-5 
Lynch, Thomas, ÒGood Grief: An UndertakerÕs Reflections,Ó The Christian Century, 

26 July, 2003, 20-23 
Rice, Chapter 12 

 
Working with Funeral Director/s 

 
Meet in classroom at 6 PM. Be at Funeral Home at 6:30 PM 
Visit Holcomb-Henry-Boom Funeral Home, North Suburban 
Chapel,  
515 Highway 96 at Mackubin,  
Shoreview: 651/482-7606 
651 646 2944 Rich Holcomb 
Visit Holcomb Funeral Home may need to be switched to 
March 17 

 
Funeral Media Clip 
Death is never Timely 

 

March 10Ñ READI NG WEEK 
 

March  17Ñ Why and How Funerals? Act I I:   
Readings:  

Anderson, Chapter 6 
Cremation vs. Burial: Jewish & Christian Beliefs. ReligiousTolerance.org. 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/crematio.htm  
Danals, 45-98 
Death System. In Encyclopedia of Death and Dying. 

http://www.deathreference.com/Da-Em/Death-System.html 
Islam Burial Rituals and Practices. 

http://studentwebs.coloradocollege.edu/~l_jenkins/islam.htm  
(Cf. with A Guide for the Muslim Funeral. Islamic Society of America. 

http://www.isna.net/services/casc/guide.html and Aisha, Bilal Abu. 
Funeral Rites and Regulations in Islam. 
http://www.missionislam.com/knowledge/funeral.htm ) 

ÔKodak Moments of the Dead,Õ in ÒBirthdays, Anniversaries, and Milestones,Ó Act 2. 
This American Life. January 2, 2004. Audio File. 16m 
http://www.thisamericanlife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?sched=1009 

Lamott, 68-78, 89-98, 106-114, 117-127, 257-265 
Lehman, Chapter 6 
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ÔPlot without  a StoryÕ in ÒHome Alone,Ó Act I. This American Life. December 21, 
2007.  Audio File. 15m 
http://www.thislife.org/Radio_Episode.aspx?sched=1223 

Saykao, Pao.  Hmong.FAQ: Death and Dying. 
http://www.hmongnet.org/faq/dying.html  

Techner, David. The Jewish FuneralÐA Celebration of Life. 
http://www.biomed.lib.umn.edu/hw/jewish.html. (Cf. with The Stages of 
Jewish Mourning. 
http://www.aish.com/literacy/lifecycle/The_Stages_of_Jewish_Mourning.asp .) 

BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (FUNERAL LITURGIES) 
 

Opening Worship 
Death is never Timely 
Cultural, Regional and Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ Differences 

Scenarios 
Counter Theologies of Funerals 
The Response of the Local Church  
Visitation/Viewing/ Open/Closed Casket 
The Media  
Liturgies 
Funeral Media Clip 

 

March 31Ñ Baptism Act I : Historical and Theological Origins, Development, and 
Meanings 

Due: Annotated Funeral L iturgy and Order  of Service 
Readings:  

Duck, Ruth, ÒExpansive Language in the Baptized Community,Ó in Primary  
Sources of Liturgical Theology: A Reader, ed. Dwight w. Vogel,  
(Collegeville: Minnesota: Liturgical Press, 2000), 286-294. 

Lamott, 48.5-55; 161-168; 169-176; 221-228; 228-237. 
Rice, Chapter 4  
Skim material on baptism in the World Council of Churches: Faith and Order, 

Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, Faith and Order Paper No. 111 (BEM), at  
 http://www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/faith/bem1.html 

BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (BAPTISM LITURGIES) 
 

Opening Worship 
Nature of Sacraments 
Baptism in the BEM paper  
Theologies of Baptism: Historical Developments and ÒForced ConversionsÓ 
Baptismal Formulas: Trinitarian and Expansive Language Concerns 
Theology of Liturgical Practices (Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ)  

Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ differences in Theologies: 
Understandings 

Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ differences in Practices: 
Infant/Adult Baptisms 

Renewal of Baptism services 
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April 7Ñ Baptism Act I I : Scenarios and Practices, Babies and Water 
Readings: 

Anderson, Chapter 3-4 
Stamm, Chapter 3 

BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (BAPTISM LITURGIES) 
 

Opening Worship 
Film Clips: Tender Mercies, The Apostle, My Big Fat Greek Wedding,  

O Brother Where Art Thou 
Procedures and Practices:  

ÒHow do you hold that screaming infant?Ó 
How to Dunk , Sprinkle, or let a  ÒDap Will Do YouÓ 

Practice Òstuffed doll baptismÓ 
Scenarios with congregations 
Narratives of Baptism: Lamott and Anderson 

Theology and Practical Implications 
 
April 14Ñ  The Eucharist Act I : Historical and Theological Origins and Development 
Due: Annotated Baptismal L iturgy and Order  of Service  
Readings:  

Anderson, 149-163 
Rice, Chapter 5 
Skim material on Eucharist in the World Council of Churches: Faith and Order, 

Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry, Faith and Order Paper No. 111 (BEM), at  
 http://www.wcc-coe.org/wcc/what/faith/bem1.html 

BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (COMMUNION LITURGIES) 
 
Opening Worship 
Historical Liturgical Structure 

Gospel accounts and early church practices 
Eucharistic tradition in the Didache 

Eucharist in the BEM paper 
Meanings of Real Presence: Historical Developments  

What is in the Name: Eucharist/LordÕs Supper/Holy Communion 
Celebration and Remembrance: Understanding Sacrificial and Covenantal 

Emphases 
 

April 21Ñ No Class  
 
 
 
Stone relief of the Lord's Supper on 

exterior of Naumburg Cathedral 
(c. 1250) 

http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/communion/index.shtml 
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April 28Ñ The Eucharist Act II: A Meal not a Pittance 
Readings:  

Foley, Edward. ÒThe True Meaning of Communion.Ó Eight-Forty Eight, May 2004. 
Chicago Public Radio. 
http://www.chicagopublicradio.org/audio_library/ram_2004/848/848_040528d
.ram  Audio File. 5:06m 

Lamott, 238-243; 247-256, 266-272 
Marjorie Procter-Smith, ÒOur Bodies, Our Blood: Christian Feminist Eucharistic 

Praying,Ó in Praying with our Eyes Open: Engendering Feminist Liturgical 
Prayer: 115-142. 

Stamm, Chapters 4-5 
BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (COMMUNION LITURGIES) 

 
Opening Worship 
Gospel accounts of Last Supper in Art  
Eucharistic Theologies of Gospel Narratives 
Who is welcome to the Table? 

Relationship to denomination/faith tradition 
Infants and Children 
ÒUnbaptizedÓ People 
GLBTQUII People 

Language: Marjorie Proctor-Smith 
 

May 5Ñ The Eucharist Act III:  
Readings:  

ÒAt Table; The Meaning of Communion.Ó Speaking of Faith, November 24, 2005. 
Audio File. 53m, or Transcript 
http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/communion/index.shtml 

Nouwen, Henri J. M. With Burning Hearts: A Meditation on the Eucharistic Life, 
2003)  

BRING DENOMINATIONAL BOOKS OF WORSHIP (COMMUNION LITURGIES) 
 
Opening Worship 
Denominational/Faith TraditionsÕ and Cultural Differences 

Altar and/or Table: Theological Implications of Name 
Wine/Grape Juice: History and current practice 
Pew Communion vis-ˆ -vis Grand Central Stations 
The Elements: Source, Type, Use, and Disposal 

Renewed liturgical structure: Re-Imagining Liturgy 
Structural integrity within History of Eucharist Liturgies  

Breaking Bread and Sharing Cup Procedures 
 

May 12Ñ Last Class Finale  
Due: Annotated Eucharist L iturgy and Order  of Service 

 
Opening Worship 
Catch-Up 
Evaluations  


